Design Visions
DESIGNING HOMEWORK TO ACHIEVE BETTER LEARNING
OUTCOMES IN COMPULSORY EDUCATION
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Nowadays, homework is a debated issue in Spain. Parents, teachers and students have
different opinions regarding homework tasks and their usefulness is being disputed.
Homework is a tfradition in students’ and teachers’ lives. Most students have to do
homework everyday and sometimes we do not know if students’ involvement - the

vantity of tasks students do, the time they spend on homework, and how they manage
that time - is related to their results on academic achievement. Besides, not only students
are involved in homework. Parents and teachers also participate in the process and their
attitudes and involvement could determine how students do their homework and their
academic outcomes. The questions we have fried to answer in recent years are: Is
homework useful2 What is its relationship with academic achievement in compulsory
education? What changes should we implement in the homework design and completion
process¢ We have conducted different studies with Spanish and Portuguese populations
to better understand student, teacher and parent variables involved in homework.
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